THE NORTH CRANFORD HISTORIC DISTRICT
NCHD is:
· An historic district being documented by the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB)

· A district that will promote understanding and preservation of a significant period in Cranford’s history when the town was known as the “Venice of New Jersey”  

· Made up of residential neighborhoods around the Rahway River that include many of the houses built from about 1850 to 1920 that retain Cranford’s unique character and historic charm

· The first phase of evaluation - other areas of town will also be documented
NCHD will:

· Enable homeowners to access information and technical assistance for maintaining their homes
· Allow HPAB to develop guidelines and other resources for residents seeking to preserve their homes

· Provide the Planning and Zoning Boards with a basis for recommendations to the Township about continued preservation initiatives as well as a tool for decision making

· Provide opportunities to explore alternatives to demolition of significant buildings
· Be a basis for future designation by the State of NJ

NCHD may:

· Help protect or enhance property values
· Enable a rehabilitation income tax credit if and when State legislation is passed
NCHD will not:

· Prevent homeowners from making improvements to their homes

· Require homeowners to paint their houses a certain color

· Have an impact on insurance rates or property taxes 

