HPAB ANNUAL REPORT 2010 – by Maureen Strazdon, January 17, 2011
Members of HPAB for 2010 were Nancy Arcieri, Vic Bary, Judy Bell, Kinney Clark, Lori Hoffner, Bill King, Jean Kreiling, Michael Mason, Ron Meeks, Loretta Smith, Maureen Strazdon (chair), Mary Wilford, Carolyn Youngs

In 2010 HPAB concentrated on getting the North Cranford Historical District designated.  In November HPAB submitted a proposal for a NCHD local designation to the Township for inclusion into the Cranford Code.  The District represents the era from 1870 to 1929 when Cranford was the Venice of New Jersey and one of the early suburbs of New York.  The proposal includes provisions for HPAB to review requests for demolitions or tear downs and provide design guidelines to the Township for their use in deciding on permits to issue, but no authority to make recommendations or decisions on changes to buildings,.  Documentation including photos of all 525 houses in the District has been compiled by Vic Bary.  The proposal was listed for discussion on the Township Committee December 13 agenda but was postponed until a later date.  
Details about what the North Cranford Historic District will and will not mean were posted on the HPAB website (www.preservecranford.com) and appeared in articles in the Cranford Chronicle and Cranford.Patch.com.  They were also distributed as part of HPAB brochures, and featured in a Library display created by Nancy Arcieri in November and at several fairs.  Several maps and graphs showing the building dates of the houses in Cranford were created by Kinney Clark.  HPAB also had a presence at the Street Fair on May 2 and the River event on October 10.
Information to Township residents about preservation was another priority.  To that end Jean Kreiling wrote a series of articles on the Character of Cranford which appeared in the Cranford Chronicle highlighting the architecture and history of 215 Holly Street, 6 Central Avenue, Frank Lent houses, Sears houses/Sunny Acres, 219 Central Avenue, 12 Oak Lane, 18 Doering Way and 306 Lincoln Avenue.  Bill King continues to maintain the HPAB website (www.preservecranford.com) and reported number of visits increasing from 4,000 in 2008 to 13,000 in 2009 to 11,000 through October 2010.

HPAB continues to coordinate with the Historical Society on our related missions.  HPAB uses the CHS street address and the two organizations joined in presenting the annual Preservation Award on March 7.  A scanning session at which HPAB scanned documents brought in by resident was held at the Crane Phillips House on April 25 and both groups joined for the Memorial Day Parade and the Four Centuries Program on October 16-17. 
Several walking tours that lead people past and describe current and lost sites on both North and South sides of town were created.  Ricky Barry and Patrick Lynch of Boy Scout Troop 80 did one of the tours.  All tours are self-guided and include directions, photos, and a map.  They are available on Cranford.Patch.com.

Sarah Cuprewich, Jenna Ellenbacher, Julianne Hodgkins, Nikki Pascual, Kylie Remley, Phoebe Weiman, from Girl Scout Troop 779 chose to concentrate on supporting HPAB to earn their Silver Award.  They input all of the data from all 400 of the house history forms collected over the years, made posters for the Scavenger Hunt, and documented the 77 remaining original street sign posts in photos and a database. 
A revision to the HPAB section of the Cranford Code was submitted in February.  Ordinance 2010-25 was adopted May 11 adding a student representative to help get younger people get interested in preservation early and including a provision for removing Board members who miss more than three meetings in a row.

In March HPAB sent a letter of support for the continuation of the Sperry Observatory Union County College since many of Cranford’s unique structures have been lost when they were no longer used for their original purpose.
In April HPAB circulated a letter to residents of Holly Street telling them about the proposed replacement of bluestones with concrete and advising them on what to do to preserve them.
A Historic Scavenger Hunt was held from May 8-23 to celebrate Preservation Month. 200 brochures/entry forms were distributed to merchants downtown and $420 of prizes were donated by merchants.  Three winners from the 17 correct entries (19 total entries) were announced at the Memorial Day parade.  Many positive comments were received.  
In May HPAB requested that the Township reconsider demolition of Roosevelt/Solomon Schechter School, and later requested access to document the school before it was torn down.  In late July while taking photos HPAB saw a fireplace later identified by the Tile Heritage Foundation as being made by Flint Faience in 1927.  In mid-August Barbara Fuller of the Union County Cultural and Heritage Programs Advisory Board guided the request to the County Freeholders who authorized $9,975 from the Union County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund to hire Larry Mobley to remove, clean, and restore the tiles.  The tiles were removed starting August 29.  Cranford.patch.com videoed an interview with Larry and ran several articles as did the Star Ledger and the Cranford Chronicle.  If the county decides to reinstall the fireplace in Cranford, HPAB will work to raise the funds.  
